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MANAGEMENT PLAN SUMMARY 
 
DESCRIPTION 
This plan describes and assesses an area of broadleaved woodland on the steep 
valley side south of Ironbridge.   
 
Ladywood is a key part of the dramatic local Gorge landscape and is highly 
visible from the upper Ironbridge area to the north.  Compared to other local 
woodlands, it is relatively undisturbed in character. 
 
Ladywood contains secondary broadleaved woodland comprising ash, sycamore and 
birch on the lower slopes which have been greatly disturbed by centuries of clay 
working and small-scale stone quarrying.  The steeper wooded slopes are less 
disturbed and contain ancient semi natural woodland dominated by oak and birch. 
 
Clay working at Ladywood dates from the sixteenth century.  After intense brick 
and tile making activity in the 19th and early 20th centuries, the works at the 
eastern edge of Ladywood apparently closed in the 1930s. 
 
Access within the wood is limited to a long established non-definitive footpath 
which runs roughly east-west through the central section of the wood and is an 
important but low-key link from Ironbridge to Broseley. 
 
Much of the northern and western area of the wood is scheduled as ancient-semi 
natural woodland and all of Ladywood is a Shropshire Wildlife Trust Wildlife 
Site. 
 
The main characteristics of the plan area are identified as  
*  Extensive and varied woodland with distinct woodland types and structures 
*  Strong links to adjacent woodlands and countryside 
*  High external landscape value 
* Strong cultural value associated with past industries 
* Relatively undisturbed woodland with significant habitat value 
*  Low-key but significant footpath link from Ironbridge to Broseley 
 
A recent assessment of the wood by woodland ecologist George Peterken recommends 
a continuation of the recent and current SGCT approach to management, based on 
minimum intervention.  This would allow both of the distinctive woodland types 
to develop further over a proposed fifty year period, with regular monitoring of 
woodland and habitat condition. 
 
A range of factors that could or do influence the woodland are noted, including 
the Trust's management objectives, semi-natural and natural factors and various 
human factors.   
 
The plan evaluates the land against key values, confirming that the area is 
important in terms of landscape, nature conservation, cultural value and low-key 
access. 
 
Management proposals are outlined which aim to match the characteristics of 
Ladywood and the factors that affect them with the Trust's management 
objectives. 
 
A series of management compartments are identified on Plan 2 to enable the 
different proposals for each section of the management plan to be outlined. 
 
 
MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS; 
COMPARTMENT 1 (eastern secondary woodland - ash, sycamore, birch and willow / 
alder flushes) 
- Minimum intervention in main woodland area 



 
- Coppice / thin along north-eastern road boundary to allow views in to 
 wood, deal with roadside trees and sightlines, add habitat value through 
 graded woodland edge 
 
- Maintain roadside culvert and small footbridge over roadside ditch 
 
- Complete programmed management work around woodland pool. 
 
- Tree surgery as required to deal with unreasonable risk to road users and 
 footpath users. 
 
COMPARTMENT 2 (northern secondary woodland - ash, sycamore, birch and willow / 
alder flushes) 
 
- Continue to monitor and control as necessary Japanese Knotweed along 
 north-western roadside boundary 
 
- Tree surgery as in Compartment 1 above 
 
COMPARTMENT 3 & 4 (southern / western steeper slopes -  oak/ birch) 
- Minimum intervention in main woodland area 
 
- Tree surgery as in Compartment 1 above 
 
LANDSCAPE 
- Maintain overall continuous cover appearance where feasible throughout 
 planned phase of minimum intervention. 
 
- Increase internal landscape value of path corridor by regular thinning / 
 coppicing along route. 
 
NATURE CONSERVATION 
- Continue minimum intervention management to maintain undisturbed quality 
 of most of the wood.  Allow the two woodland stand types to develop and 
 mature. 
 
- Monitor condition of all habitats on five year cycle. 
 
- Complete breeding bird survey and monitor trial nest boxes in oak 
 dominated stands. 
 



ACCESS 
- Maintain and improve existing east-west path and corridor 
 
- Investigate potential realignment of path at south-western (Broseley) end 
 to match original line 
 
INFORMATION / INTERPRETATION 
- Install site name / welcome markers at unobtrusive locations either end of 
 path 
 
- Develop simple site information sheet 
 
CULTURAL VALUE 
- Research former tile works and possible former 'cottages' in central 
 woodland 
 
MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW 
- Carry out regular annual review, ensure planned tasks carried out,  
 identify changes / new information and incorporate them into revised plans 
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1.0 DESCRIPTION 
 
This plan addresses the management of  Ladywood, an area of approximately 13ha 
of broadleaved woodland in a prominent position on the south bank of the Severn 
at Ironbridge.  It forms a heavily wooded link from the Benthall Edge ancient 
woodlands to the west through to the younger secondary woods around Coalford and 
Jackfield to the east. 
 
Ladywood is a key landscape feature in the dramatic Gorge landscape both as part 
of the wooded setting of the Iron Bridge and the wider valley landscape. 
 
As with several other major SGCT sites, local geology is fundamental to the way 
in which the site has been worked for minerals, to the semi-natural vegetation 
that has recolonised the sites and to soil drainage and hydrology.  Ladywood is 
on heavy clays and sandstones from the Coal Measures. 
 
Much of Ladywood is shown on the Shropshire Inventory of Ancient Woodland as 
being ancient semi-natural woodland (meaning that it has been under continuous 
woodland cover since at least 1600).  In practice Ladywood divides into two 
principal areas. 
 
Firstly, most of the lower (northern) and central ground has been extensively 
quarried or worked for clays, coal and stone, removing the coppice woodland that 
previously covered the area and leaving an irregular and undulating landform, 
with quarry faces, spoil heaps, sinks and hollows.  The far eastern end of the 
wood was occupied until 1930 by a substantial brick and tile works, the derelict 
remains of which are still visible.  After the decline of industry at Ladywood, 
secondary woodland has recolonised disturbed land, forming the current mixed 
stands of ash, sycamore and birch, with alder and willow on wet, flushed areas 
of ground. 
 
Secondly, older 19th century oak plantings fringe the upper, steepest slopes to 
the north and west, with birch and holly as understorey species to the west and 
birch, hawthorn and sycamore to the east.  Occasional mature beech and sycamore 
suggest some deliberate planting in the past on these upper slopes. 
 
Ladywood is virtually all closed-canopy woodland, the only exception being the 
narrow path corridor running roughly east/west (and largely following the former 
power line wayleave) and a pool in the disturbed eastern sector close to the 
Ironbridge Road. 
 
To the south Ladywood is mainly adjoined by arable and pasture land where the 
steep wooded bank meets a plateau of relatively level land.  To the north, much 
of the woodland is bordered by roads - the Ladywood road giving access to Bridge 
Road and the main Iron Bridge car park and the Ironbridge Road to / from eastern 
Broseley.  The Trust's ownership boundary south of Ladywood House on the 
Ironbridge Road is complex and may have been arranged to exclude land with 
former shafts or similar post-industrial features.  The northern boundary 
contains two informal lay-bys where the woodland adjoins the Ladywood road.  
 
The woodland adjoins a steep dingle at its western edge, containing the stream 
formerly used to power the wheel of the Benthall Mill, a corn mill much 
documented in historic accounts of the area. 
 
Examination of the 1883 (First Edition) 1902 and 1927 OS Maps shows that the 
outer perimeter of today's woodland area has not changed greatly over the past 
120 years.  At the southern boundary where the wood adjoins farmland, much of a 
former boundary bank and ditch remains intact.  This feature is almost certainly 
of medieval origin.  However, within the woodland, particularly to the east, the 
maps show the large areas cleared to accommodate the brick and tile works.  Copy 
extracts of these maps are attached as Appendices A, B and C. 



 
Ladywood is designated as a Wildlife Site by Shropshire Wildlife Trust and 
features a good range of ancient woodland indicator plants. 
 
As with virtually all SGCT holdings, the freehold of the plan area is owned by 
Telford and Wrekin Council (T&WC), but is leased for 999 years to SGCT who are 
wholly responsible for its management. 
 
All of the plan area is within the Telford and Wrekin unitary area and The Gorge 
Parish.  All of Ladywood is within the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage Site, 
designated by UNESCO, and the Ironbridge Gorge Conservation Area.  
 
All of the plan area is included in Telford and Wrekin Council's Green Network. 
 
  
 



2.0 PAST AND CURRENT MANAGEMENT 
 
All of Ladywood was heavily wooded for many centuries and would have been 
exploited locally for fuel, timber and probably grazing, long before formal 
records began. 
 
Eric Wiggins in his 1986 account of local ancient woodlands notes that 
documentary evidence of past management at Ladywood is neither extensive nor 
particularly useful. 
 
During the dissolution of the monasteries under Henry VIII Ladywood is listed in 
the lands of Wenlock Priory - these apparently included in Broseley "the tile 
house by the cole pittes" and " a wood called Ladywood by the Severn".  There 
are 17th century references to Ladywood in the family and estate records of the 
Weld and Forester families and a 1620 map by Cooke of a part of Broseley shows 
Ladywood as forested and bordered to the south-west by "the coppie".  All of the 
area was then owned by the Willey estate, which apparently retained it until its 
sale to Telford Development Corporation (TDC), probably in the early 1970s.  (It 
was recorded as being still in Willey / Forester ownership in the 1973 
Ironbridge Gorge Woodlands Report.) 
 
During the 18th century, Ladywood was worked for clay and coal and small local 
quarries along the centre of the wood produced stone for local building.  Stone 
for the southern abutments of the Iron Bridge was almost certainly originally 
worked in Ladywood - a small amount of matching stone for the 1999/2000 
refurbishment of the bridge was successfully worked with SGCT's consent from 
surface stone in central Ladywood. 
 
The 1883, 1902 and 1927 OS maps all show the scale and extent of tile and brick 
making at Ladywood, Coalford, Hollygrove and western Jackfield.  In Ladywood a 
series of industrial features are clearly mapped, including levels, shafts, 
spoil heaps, mounds and distinct working tracks.  By 1902, the 'rope walk' 
parallel to the northern central boundary had become an 'old rope walk' though 
still clearly defined and mapped - Della Hooke (1998) confirms that ropes were 
made at Ladywood from 1840 - c.1900. 
 
Tile making at Ladywood apparently continued until the 1930s, when along with so 
much other local industry, it declined rapidly, leaving the worked areas to 
revegetate naturally. 
 
In addition to the substantial tile works in the eastern part of Ladywood, the 
1883 (first edition) and 1902 OS maps also show buildings which appear to be 
four cottages with outbuildings.  They were situated in open ground west of the 
works, adjoining the east-west trackway through the wood, with a well close by.  
By the time of the 1927 map, these buildings have disappeared, with much of the 
formerly open ground around the site shown as scrub woodland.  There are still 
various 'garden escape' plant species in the woodland in this general area which 
could result from this period of occupation. 
 
During TDC's ownership little significant management work appears to have been 
carried out, apart from some safety-related felling adjacent to roadsides.  MEB 
periodically cleared and coppiced vegetation under the power line until the 
cables were removed in 1996. 
 
The SGCT became responsible for the area in 1993.  Management work since then 
has involved a range of tasks, listed in the work record (Appendix D). 
 
The entire woodland area is entered into a Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS) contract 
with the Forestry Authority ( Forestry Commission scheme no. 0213000878, 1995-
2000).  At the time of writing, a subsequent WGS contract is being completed 
which will run from 2000-2005. 



 
All management work at Ladywood has been carried out using local contractors. 
 
 
 
 
3.0 MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF LADYWOOD 
 
*  Extensive and varied woodland with distinct woodland types and structures 
*  Strong links to adjacent woodlands and countryside 
*  High external landscape value 
* Strong cultural value associated with past industries 
* Relatively undisturbed woodland with significant habitat value. 
*  Low-key but significant footpath link from Ironbridge to Broseley 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0 CONTEXT - the site in relation to local countryside and SGCT's overall 
landholding 
 
Ladywood is a key part of the overall Gorge woodlands for two principal reasons. 
 
Firstly, its landscape value is vitally important to the sweeping, wooded, steep 
valley-side setting of the World Heritage Site. 
 
Secondly, compared to the other SGCT woodlands, it remains relatively unmanaged 
and undisturbed.  Though its ecological value is not particularly significant 
relative to other nearby woodlands (Benthall Edge, Lloyds Coppice), this 
relatively quiet and tranquil state is unusual in the woodlands held by SGCT. 
 
The extensive derelict remains of the brick and tile works are the largest 
single industrial feature on Trust land.  However, their location and condition 
raises health and safety issues that dictate against regular or casual access. 
 



5.0 FACTORS WHICH INFLUENCE OR MAY INFLUENCE THE MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF 
LADYWOOD 
 
A range of factors influence the future of an area of land such as Ladywood.  
Some relate to the natural or semi-natural factors that affect the site, others 
are a result of the way people use the site.  They include:  
  
*  SGCT's management objectives for the site- 
 ~ maintaining extensive woodland cover throughout Ladywood 
 ~ maintaining the existing relatively unmanaged and undisturbed  
  character of Ladywood 
 ~ managing public access on the existing limited non-definitive  
  footpath 
 ~ sourcing additional information regarding past use of the site 
 ~ improving the nature conservation value of the woodland pool at  
  Ladywood through small-scale active management 
 
*  natural / semi-natural factors 
 ~  succession 
 ~  land instability 
  
*  human factors  
 ~  previous phases of woodland management, clearance and mineral  
  working 
 ~  use of footpath network 
 ~  colonisation by introduced species 
 ~ tree work along northern and eastern boundaries to deal with  
  unreasonable risk from trees 
  
 
 
 



6.0 EVALUATION 
 
6.1 Nature conservation 
The woods in the plan area have significant value for nature conservation.  The 
woodland has some diversity through the presence of the oak / birch stands on 
the upper slopes and the disturbed, secondary semi-natural regrowth on the lower 
slopes.  These two stand types are distinct and show characteristic ground flora 
and field layer species.  
 
The oak plantations on the steep upper slopes, with oak and birch are probably 
NVC* type W10 and the disturbed, flushed and less-acidic younger woodland areas 
dominated by ash and sycamore are W8, with some W7 where alders dominate at wet 
flushed areas. 
 
* (NVC - National Vegetation Classification - a generic system used throughout 
the UK to categorise habitat types, including woodlands, according to their 
characteristic assemblages of plant species.) 
 
The assessment of SGCT woodlands by George Peterken during 1999 and 2000 
included Ladywood.  Peterken's work drew two main conclusions. 
 
Firstly, these woods, together with others in the SGCT landholding fit into a 
distinctive 'borderlands' category.  Rather than fitting the conventional 
allocation of UK woodlands into 'lowland' or 'highland' (upland) categories, 
these woodlands of the Marches, Wye Valley and elsewhere represent a separate 
and distinctive type of broad category. 
 
Borderland-type woods feature a range of distinctive characteristics, such as 
the presence of sessile oak on acidic and alkaline soils, the presence of both 
native limes (small-leaved and large-leaved) and unusual combinations of 
typically upland and lowland ground flora species in close association. 
 
Secondly, Peterken's assessment supported the current approach to management 
which is basically one of minimal intervention.  He proposed a fifty year phase 
of minimum intervention to allow both woodland stand types to develop and 
mature. 
 
The ancient woodland indicator species recorded in the Shropshire Wildlife 
management brief in 1990 are all still evident at Ladywood.  The wet woodland 
flushes with their characteristic great wood rush are also significant - they 
are an uncommon habitat, declining in Shropshire. 
 
The 1995 breeding bird survey recorded no particularly notable species at 
Ladywood, but subsequent work in 1999/2000 has revealed buzzard, tawny owl and 
wood warbler to be active in the wood and confirmed the potential value of the 
upper-slope oak wood as potential breeding habitat for pied flycatcher and 
redstart.  With this potential in mind, specifically designed nestboxes were 
installed at Ladywood in late April 2000 to encourage flycatcher and redstart, 
which are known to breed at Benthall Edge, the Wrekin and the Ercall.  The 
nestboxes will be monitored during summer 2000. 
 



The relatively small (approximately 50m x 15m) woodland pool in the eastern part 
of the lower slope woodland was sampled and evaluated in 1997.  This work 
confirmed the presence of great crested newt, palmate newt and common frog 
reinforcing the ecological value of the pool.  Though a limited amount of work 
has taken place to implement the report's recommendations (principally to reduce 
shade by limited tree and coppice felling), difficulties with ground conditions 
around the pool have meant that work remains to be done to complete the 
programme.  It is hoped to complete the remaining work during Winter 2000/01. 
 
In terms of Local Biodiversity Action Plans, Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland and 
Still Open Water are both target habitats.  Target species represented at 
Ladywood include bluebell and common spotted orchid. 
 
Though no measurement or quantification has taken place, the levels of standing 
and fallen deadwood at Ladywood are visibly increasing.  On the upper slopes, 
birches are starting to break-up and snap, leaving valuable habitat for hole-
nesting birds in dead stems and for deadwood invertebrates in both fallen and 
standing deadwood.  As the large oaks mature, they too are increasingly offering 
dead wood and branch stub habitats.  Recent work to control the highly-invasive 
Japanese Knotweed along the northern roadside border has been effective.  
Follow-up work will however be required in future, as residual plants will grow 
back and new plants colonise from local seed sources. 
 
Though narrow, the path and former wayleave corridor is a useful internal 
woodland 'edge' habitat - it will need active management to maintain or improve 
its value.  This could be achieved by coppicing and thinning along the corridor 
on a 5 - 10 year cycle to increase the graduation from shrubs and coppice, back 
out into the woodland canopy and help keep the path corridor open and airy. 
 
Peterken's overall management recommendation for Ladywood is to continue to 
manage by minimum intervention, allowing the older, upper-slope oak woodland to 
mature more fully and the secondary woodland to develop and diversify over a 
fifty year period. 
 
 



 6.2 Landscape 
Ladywood is an important part of the heavily wooded valley slopes of the central 
Ironbridge Gorge.  Together with the adjacent SGCT woodland at Benthall Edge, it 
forms the green backdrop to the Iron Bridge from the riverside and lower town.  
It is also highly prominent from upper Ironbridge and the settlements of South 
Telford at the northern rim of the Gorge.  From these vantage points, views 
across the valley to Ladywood and to the privately-owned woodland at Barnets 
Leasowe mound, further south, are particularly dramatic. 
 
The 1998 Landscape Assessment of SGCT sites by Ashmead Price / Warnock 
identified Ladywood as a crucial component of the 'wooded valley and dales' 
landscape type distinguished by the following key characteristics: 
* enclosed landscape with restricted views 
* steeply incised topography 
* smooth, fast flowing and well defined river corridor 
* extensive areas of mainly native broadleaved woodland 
* patches of enclosed pasture within the woodland matrix 
* densely clustered, early industrial settlement pattern 
* abundance of early industrial buildings and built features. 
 
The landscape site assessment of Ladywood and the adjacent Severn Valley Way 
corridor is attached as Appendix E.  The assessment reinforces the value of 
Ladywood as viewed from the north and also points out the significance of the 
wood as a ridgeline feature as viewed from the edge of Broseley. 
 
The key landscape issue at Ladywood is the need to maintain the continuous sweep 
of woodland canopy without unsightly gaps and breaks and to ensure that the 
ridgeline tree cover remains intact when viewed from both north and south. 
 
In terms of internal landscape, the only significant issues are to diversify the 
corridor edges along the footpath by coppicing and thinning and to treat the 
eastern roadside edges in a similar way - this could usefully grade back the 
woodland edges with habitat and sightline benefits and allow glimpsed views into 
the woodland edges, particularly along the eastern roadside boundaries. 
 



6.3 Access 
Ladywood contains only one significant footpath.  This path runs roughly east / 
west along the former line of the power cables.  This non-definitive footpath 
runs from the roadside at the eastern edge of the wood, just below the former 
tile works, across the central section of the woodland before cutting steeply to 
the south to exit the woodland onto adjacent arable land north of Balls Lane, 
Broseley. 
 
This path follows almost exactly the line of a well-defined trackway shown on 
the 1883, 1902 and 1927 OS Maps, with the exception of a slight alteration at 
the south-western end of the path.  The current line of the path brings it out 
onto farmland further east of its original line.  It originally linked directly 
onto a narrower route, labelled 'FP' for footpath on the 1902 / 1927 maps, 
running in a south-west direction towards the northern edge of Broseley, past 
old coal shafts. 
 
The current path through Ladywood does not appear to be used by great numbers of 
people.  However, it is a significant and important footpath link from Broseley 
to Ironbridge and vice versa.  The nature of the ground along the route, with 
disturbed clays, wet flushes and overspill from the pool at the eastern end 
tends to cause muddy conditions through much of the year. 
 
The final steep section at the southern edge, taking the path out onto farmland 
can also be difficult and slippery.  It would seem prudent to examine the 
feasibility of reinstating the original line of the path at this south-western 
edge of the wood and reinforcing its connection with the original path line into 
/ out of Broseley. 
 
Access onto the path at the eastern end of the wood is also problematic as the 
path ends close to the road edge.  Walkers wanting to join or leave the path can 
be vulnerable to vehicles on the fast stretch of road immediately next to the 
wood.



6.4 Cultural value 
Most of the cultural and historic value of Ladywood relates to its long history 
of mineral working, particularly for high quality clay, but also for coal and 
stone. 
 
The period of clay working spans at least five centuries and particularly during 
the 19th and early 20th centuries supported part of a local tile and brick 
industry of regional and national significance. 
 
The original working of Ladywood stone for the southern abutments of the Iron 
Bridge reinforces the essential connection between local raw materials from the 
woods of the Gorge and so many of the processes, monuments and achievements of 
the World Heritage Site. 
 
There is scope for further information gathering and research to increase the 
Trust's understanding of the operation of the eastern tile works and to examine 
the 'cottages' shown on the 1883 and 1902  OS maps. 
 
 
6.5 Potential for interpretation 
The plan area carries no fixed information within the site and no information 
sheets or such like have been prepared.  The minimum intervention approach to 
management adopted to date has led to the wood being afforded a low-profile, 
particularly at the eastern edge of the wood, adjacent to the remains of the old 
tile works, which do present a potential hazard to site users. 
 
It is suggested that the site does not warrant or need any fixed interpretation, 
though it could be appropriate to install the Trust's site name / welcome posts 
at unobtrusive locations at either end of the footpath.  This would confirm the 
Trust's responsibility for the wood to the limited number of people that use the 
route. 
 
A site information sheet, describing the nature of Ladywood, its history and 
exploitation and explaining the Trust's approach to management would be a useful 
means of conveying information to interested people. 
 



7.0 OBJECTIVES, LIMITS AND MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS FOR LADYWOOD 
 
This distinctive woodland is an important part of the countryside of the Gorge 
and of the wider SGCT landholding.  Appropriate long-term management is 
essential to safeguard and improve where possible its landscape, habitat and 
access value as: 
a. a significant individual woodland and component of the wider complex of  
 SGCT sites 
b. an integral part of the wider countryside of the South Telford and 
 Broseley area 
 
The main characteristics of Ladywood and the different factors that affect them 
have been outlined in previous sections of this plan.  This section aims to 
consider and balance them against the Trust's overall management objectives and 
to identify a clear set of management proposals for this site. 
 
These tasks will be monitored to see how they are meeting the Trust's objectives 
for the plan area and to make sure that they remain relevant and effective. 
 
The Forestry Commission's Woodland Grant Scheme and Woodland Improvement Grants 
are likely to offer the most appropriate structure for planning and implementing 
the bulk of the woodland management work.  These schemes also offer targeted 
grant aid for approved work plans.  
 
The work that flows from these proposals will be monitored - we need to be sure 
that the work is meeting the Trust's objectives for the plan area.  The 
objectives themselves need to be reviewed to ensure that they remain relevant 
and effective in future years. 
 
The entire plan will be reviewed regularly.  Firstly the plan will be reviewed 
annually to check that work identified in the plan for the year has been carried 
out. 
 
Secondly, a long-term review will be carried out every five years to determine: 
- are the aims and management objectives being met? 
- has the site and / or site issues changed? 
- are the original objectives still relevant for the site? 
 
For management planning and monitoring purposes the plan area has been 
subdivided into a number of compartments.  Their approximate boundaries are 
shown on Plan 2 together with a summary of management proposals for each 
compartment. 
 



A - ANCIENT SEMI-NATURAL WOODLAND AND SECONDARY WOODLAND 
 
Objective - manage the existing woodland where; 
~  a minimum intervention approach to management is continued unless new 
 information or circumstances dictate that a different approach is 
 appropriate 
~  liaison with SWT occurs on nature conservation / geological issues and 
 with IGMT where archaeological issues are identified. 
~ the Forestry Commission's Woodland Grant Scheme and Woodland Improvement 
 Grant schemes (or successor schemes) are used to best effect, to deliver 
 the Trust's woodland management objectives and secure external funding 
 where appropriate. 
 
Management proposal; 
1. COMPARTMENT 1 (eastern secondary woodland - ash, sycamore, birch and 
willow / alder flushes) 
1.1 Thin and coppice 5-8 m. wide strip along north-eastern roadside boundary 
(Ironbridge Road) to create graded woodland edge, allow views into roadside 
woodland and reduce potential hazard / sightline problems with roadside trees.  
Cut on ten-year cycle.  First cut 2001 
 
1.2 Continue to maintain roadside culvert to avoid overspill onto adjacent 
road.  Bi-monthly inspection, increased frequency during prolonged wet weather.  
Ongoing. 
 
1.3 Tree surgery where necessary to reduce unreasonable risk to path users and 
along road boundary.  Ongoing. 
 
1.4 Continue inspection / maintenance of existing cleft-chestnut fencing 
around hazards at the former tile works site.  Replace as necessary.  Ongoing. 
 
2. COMPARTMENT 2 (northern secondary woodland - ash, sycamore, birch and 
willow / alder flushes.  Sandstone exposures in central section) 
 
2.1 Tree surgery where necessary as 1.3, above.  Ongoing 
 
2.2 Continue monitoring of Japanese Knotweed at north- western roadside 
boundary and control where necessary with cutting followed by application of 
glyphosate.  Ongoing 
 
3. COMPARTMENT 3 & 4 (oak - dominated ancient semi-natural woodland on 
steeper slopes) 
3.1 Tree surgery where necessary to reduce unreasonable risk to path users, 
adjacent property or at road boundaries.  Ongoing 
 



B  -  NATURE CONSERVATION 
Objective - to maintain and improve where feasible, the nature conservation 
value of Ladywood where: 
~ the existing distinctive woodland stand types are allowed to continue 
 their semi-natural development with minimum management intervention 
~ Biodiversity Challenge / Action Plan target species / habitats are 
 conserved 
~ positive joint working is achieved between SGCT, the Forestry Commission, 
 grazing licence holders and adjacent land managers to benefit the nature 
 conservation value of the plan area and adjacent land. 
 
Management proposal; 
1. Continue to use and update existing Ecological Site Alert system with SWT.  
Ongoing. 
 
2. Monitor condition of woodland areas on five year cycle, with independent, 
professional input.  Commence 2005. 
 
3. Complete programme of recommended management work around pool in 
Compartment 1.  Winter 2000/2001. 
 
4. Monitor trial nest box installation in compartment 3.  Summer 2000 
 
5. Complete bird survey during 2000 and incorporate management 
recommendations into operational management and plan review.  2000 onwards. 
 
 
C   -  LANDSCAPE VALUE  
 
Objective - to manage Ladywood so that its key value in the local landscape is 
maintained where: 
~ its heavily wooded, continuous canopy appearance is maintained as viewed 
 from key local vantage points 
~ internal views and sightlines are enhanced by graded edges along the 
 footpath corridor 
      
Management proposal;  
1. Woodland management objectives and management proposals as detailed in A. 
Ongoing 
 
2. Thin and coppice 5 - 10 m width either side of footpath to created graded 
edges and increase light levels and sightlines along path.  Repeat initially on 
5 year cycle - review cycle length at each plan review.  Commence 2001. 
 
 



D   -  ACCESS  
 
Objective- to continue to provide for pedestrian access on the existing non- 
definitive footpath in Ladywood. 
 
Management proposal; 
1. Annual vegetation cutting to keep footpath open.  Ongoing 
 
2. Corridor management as C.2 
 
3. Investigate possible re-alignment of south-western end of path to fit 
 original line.  2000 
 
4. Continue to maintain footbridge over ditch in Compartment 1.  Ongoing. 
 
 
E   -  CULTURAL VALUE 
Objective - to secure and increase knowledge of past land-use and management at 
Ladywood. 
 
Management proposal; 
 
1. Research past management of woodland, development and operation of coal, 
clay and stone workings - liaise with professional researchers and local 
experts.  Commence 2001 / 2 
 
2. Liaise with IGMT Archaeology Unit when relevant issues are identified 
during planning and implementation of management work.  Ongoing 
 
F    -  POTENTIAL FOR INTERPRETATION 
 
Objective -  develop low-key, information sheet for Ladywood and mark the site 
in an appropriate way to associate SGCT with its management. 
 
Management proposal 
1. Develop low-key, user-friendly information sheet for Ladywood to be 
available on request to interested parties.  2001 / 2 
 
2. Install standard SGCT site name / welcome markers with Trust contact 
details at unobtrusive locations either end of footpath.  Autumn 2000. 
 



G   -  MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW 
 
Objective - carry out regular annual review of the Ladywood management plan. 
 
Management proposal; 
1. Check that planned tasks for review year have been carried out. 
 
2. Amend following year's work programme as necessary. 
 
Monitoring - all annually  
~ annual review carried out. 
 
 
Objective - carry out long - term review of the Ladywood management plan. 
Management proposal; 
1. Check that individual management objectives are being met. 
 
2. Check that the Trust's overall aims are being met. 
 
3. Identify whether the site or site issues have changed. 
 
4. Identify relevant new information that may have come to light. 
 
5. Amend the plan to accommodate changes required from 1-4 above 
 
 
Monitoring - every five years  
~ long term review carried out. 
~ amendments / changes made where relevant 
 



8.0 RESPONSES TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTS 
 The following points were raised during the public consultation process. 
 
i. Given the history of the site as having been largely undisturbed in the 
recent past we feel this woodland would be a good site to do a detailed 
invertebrate survey should you have funding in the future to do this. 
 
ii. I think you are right to reinstate the original line of the footpath 
towards Broseley, but perhaps also to maintain the existing 'new' line to some 
extent as there are probable reasons for the diversion of the path, erosion of 
previous path, surface water run-off from the fields etc..... although it only 
became diverted in the 20th century. 
  
iii. You are right to raise Health and Safety issues regarding the Brick and 
Tile works, unconsolidated brickworks can be hazardous, also there may be 
subsurface remains such as flues could collapse. 
 
iv. Other areas of note are the pools which do flood the path, the well should 
be looked into in terms of its depth for H & S reasons, if it lies at ground 
level.  Obviously these are issues which can be taken into account on the 
formalisation of works to be undertaken. 
 
v. Concern about work adjacent to Ladywood House. 
 
The Trust's responses to these points were: 
i. Observations on potential for a detailed invertebrate survey noted - would 
want to discuss this further with Shropshire Wildlife Trust and English Nature 
to evaluate its priority and potential methods. 
 
ii. Will fully consider these comments when investigating the original route 
on the ground. 
 
iii. Comments noted 
 
iv. Comments noted 
 
v. It was fully agreed that SGCT's proposed path edge work would be managed 
and delivered by the Trust so that it did not dramatically open up the boundary 
with Ladywood House.  
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